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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chang. 

The first arm piece is item 4, the connecting member is item 43, the frame is item 
1 , the rail is the vertical portion of item 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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Claims 3, 6, 7 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chang as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Parfitt. 

Chang teaches a knockdown furniture assembly and the method of making the 
furniture assembly including two armrests, a backrest and a seat attachable to a frame 
1 wherein the armrests are upholstered leaving the bolts and apertures on the frame 
exposed (see Fig. 2) substantially as claimed except for the first releasable fastening 
assembly. 

Parfitt teaches a connecting member 5 comprising a carriage bolt and a first 
releasable fastening assembly (9, 11) for attachment of the connecting member to a first 
structural member 4 and a second releasable fastening assembly (12, 13, 16) for 
connecting the member to a second structural member 5 to be old and well known in 
the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
Chang device such that it had a first releasable fastening assembly as taught to be old 
by Parfitt thereby providing the obvious advantage of greater stability of the carriage 
bolt. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chang in 
view of Parfitt as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Schaivo. 

Schaivo teaches a first fastening assembly comprising a flat washer 2, a 
lock washer 3 and a nut 1 for positioning on a connecting member 4 to be old and well 
known in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the Parfitt device such that the first releasable fastening means comprised the 
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arrangement as taught to be old by Schaivo thereby providing the obvious advantage of 
greater connection strength between structural components. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chang in 
view of Parfitt as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Berninghaus. 

Berninghaus teaches the conventionality of a countersunk bore for 
positioning a fastening assembly 12 such that it is flush with the structural member. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Parfitt device 
such that it had a countersunk bore as taught to be old by Berninghaus thereby 
providing the obvious advantage of a flush fit. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Westbrook, Lansaw, Moyer, Prestia, Harrison and Castellon all 
teach devices similar to that of the instant invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laurie K. Cranmer whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6855. The examiner can normally be reached on M-W. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Cuomo can be reached on (571) 271-6856. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 


Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


273-8300. 
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